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PREFACE. 

The endeavour in this little work has been^ as 
shewn by the tide, to briefly review the chief 
incidents in connexion with the FaU, Redemp- 
tion, and Exaltation of Man : and tho' it is 
feared that but little beyond the general inter- 
est of the subject will be found to recommend 
the lines, it is hoped that they may meet with 
a considerate reception from those able to 

criticise, and be somewhat advantageous in 
instructing the less advanced. 
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THE FALL. 




WEETLY musing o'er the boundless 

love of God, 
My thoughts recur to that blest day 
When, to the work supremely good, — 
Which in each step of its advance shone forth 
More complex more divine — 
Was added, as the master-piece of all God^s 

work. 
Its crown — e'en man. 
In glory most resplendent shone the sun ; 



8 The Fall 

The songsters sang ; 

The gentle wind — ^whoee breath 

From tree to tree the length of Eden swept — 

Each leaf united in the joyous son^ 

Of welcome, from the whole creation's tongue. 

To man, now made its lord ; 

Who, his gratitude expressed, diverts the theme 

To praise of the Creator of himself and them. 

On man God laid but one restriction : 

And to him granted that " free will " 

Which, truly, was a blessing far before 

All other blessings God on man bestowed. 

Had it been used aright ; 

Por it would then haye led to higher bliss for . 

man 
And glory, too, to God — the Author of all 

happiness : 
Instead of which, by seeking that to add 
Which, in His wise foreknowledge, God 

denied ; — 
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For He bestowed on man Hxefull of all His 

nature could enjoy— 
Man could but find a useless acquisition ; 
Nay, worse; for being once acquired, his 

doom he fixed, 
And thus it proved : 
Man to the creature credence gave. 
Preferring the vain wiles of fallen angels' 

subtlety to God's decree, 
And fell: and brought destruction on the 

human race. 
Forsaking God, it would have been but just 
Had He forsaken man : 
But, no; God's mercy here outshone His 

other attributes ; 
And whilst confirming that dread sentence 

which He had decreed, 
A present punishment imposed : 
That Time to man might be allowed to make 

his peace. 



10 The Fall. 

And hope's sweet influence was kindPd in his 

trembling breast^ 
By promised restoration of the happiness 

thus lost. 




THE REDEMPTION. 




1ST I list ye to that heavenly band 
Whose voices^ tuned most musical^ 
In strains celestial proclaim 
The birth of Christy in Bethlehem ! 
To a maiden lowly, virgin holy, 
Gabriel, who stands before the throne. 
By God's command descends, in human form. 
To where she sat in contemplation of her God. 
"Ave, gratia plena,*' he cried; 
" Dominus tecum." 



12 The Redemption. 

Astounded at this strange intrusion^ 

iind likewise^ too, the salutation^ 

Her mind was still more troubled when he said — 

'* Ne timeas, Maria; 

Invenisti enim gratiam apud Deum: 

Ecce concipies, et paries Filium ; 

£t yocabis nomen Ejus Jesum." 

But when assured that God's omnipotence 
would so arrange 

That^ tho' a mother, a virgin still should be^ 

Her glad consent to God's desire was giren^ 

'' Ecce ancilla Domini/' she said ; 

'* Fiat mihi secundum verbum tuunu'* 

The time at length arrived^ and unto man was 

bom 
His Saviour, even Christ the Lord* 
List ! list ye to that heavenly band 
Whose voices, tuned most musicalj 
In strains celestial proclaim 
The birth of Christ, in Bethlehem 1 
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But, ah ! what sadness has man's fall entailed ! 

No gilded palace doth that Lord contain^ 

Kor e'en a house ! for in the inn 

Far them no room is found : 

A stable is their shelter ; and that Babe diyine — 

The King of kings— is in a manger laid ! 

That thus, as through the whole of His career 
on earthy 

He might enable man to see and know 
That, as 'twas by his pride he fell. 
The road to restoration must be paved 
With that most heavenly virtue — e*en Humility. 
Ere long, to holy Joseph, their protector, was 

made known 
The seeking of the king for Mary's Son ; — 
Ndb such a seeking as the Magi's o|m 
Was that he hoped to make on their return ! 
But treachery lay hid beneath the cloak 
Of the feigned interest he in Him took : 
So, to the Magi God revealed 
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Another way whereby tiiej might return ; 
Andjthen^bid Joseph flee with his bless'd charge 
To a strange land; and there remain until 

recall'd. 
At length that Herod died : 
And then returned the Holy Family^ 
And dwelt at Nazareth« 
When twelve years old, while at the Feast, 
Our Saviour to the Temple strayed ; 
And there commenced with learned men, 
A prelude to the work, for which, from heaven, 

he came ; 
A three day's search that anxious mother made. 
And at their end, " the Woman'* found her Son ; 
Whereon, with her and holy Joseph He re- 
turned. 
And '^ subject unto them " remained 
Till thirty years of age had been attained. 
Meanwhile, howe'er. He Joseph's place assumed: 
For Joseph hadresigned his soul 
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While Mary and her Son did with him dwell : 

Oh| what a death was that ! 

His hardj redeemingi work of lovei He now 

begins : 
Tho' needing not the laver for His soul. 
He, still, goes forth to John and. is baptized; 
And why ? for as John humbly said. 
The need was on his side ; 
*• So suffer it to be," said Christ ; "for thus 
It now becometh us, all justice to fulfil." 
To a fast of forty days and strong temptation,. 
He, now, subjects Himself: 
Then on He passed ; 
To grievous toil and woe expos'd ; 
But healing, solace, comfort and the like. 
Were gifts His love bestow'd. 
And that great gift, surpassing all the rest — 
Himself to be our food — 
When gave He that? 
When man did seek His love, and make amends 



16 Tke BedengMan, 

For that dread cop of woe He for man drank ? 

Ail! DO. 

•Twa. in that .etf.«ine lught He w« betrayed ! 

'' My Body and My Blood which^ now, for yon 

**Is broken and is shed, feed ye npon :" 

A hymn then rang, they jonmeyed forth to 

Olivet; 
And thence passed on, till to Gethsemane they 

came; 
There eight of Hib disciples He bid stay. 
The ninth had gone to the Chief Priests, and 

Jesus sold ! 
Yes, sold 1 1 for thirty silver pieces ! ! ! 
The other three He with Him took. 
Till near the spot for which He sighed : 
Then bid them " Watch," while He went forth 

to pray : 
His soul He then poured out ; 
And in such agony He writhed. 
That e'en great drops of blood 
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BedewM the ground whereon He knelt. 
Three times He to those three returned. 
But they, "with sorrow heavy," were each 

time asleep ; 
And, now, they scarcely rise, ere, with the 

treacherous kiss. 
The " Son of Man'' is by His " friend " be- ; 

trayed. 
A multitude, with swords and staves. 
Now seise our Blessed (iord. 
And hasten Him to "judgment " in the high 

priest's house : 
There, ihey Him mocked, and smote, 
Yea^ and blasphemed ; 
And covering His eyes, they strack Him on 

the face : 
Until the day arose, 

When back into their council He was led ; 
From whence, to Pilate they then sent Him 

forth ; 
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Who in Him found oo faulty but sent Him on 

to Herod : 
"Who, with his men of war made Christ their 

play; 
A^ mocking Him, they changed His robe. 
And then to Pilate sent Him back : 
Who, as no fault was in Him found, 
Declared that he would scourge (!) and let 

Him go : 
But this the Jews forbad : 
Preferring that upon their feast, 
A robber, murderer, and pest, should be 

released ; 
But Pilate hastened on the atrocious work. 
And Jesus into soldiers* hands was given : 
And, now, that lovely One— with piteous 

look. 
Enough, alone, t'hav,e quell'd those fierce men's 

hearts. 
Had not the minds of all, from great to small. 
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Been set on fire of hell — 

Is stripp'd^ and to a pilkr tied : 

Midst shouts and fiendish cries^ the whizzing 
scourge 

Throughout the place is heard^ 

And coundess stripes are on Him laid — 

That Holy Lamb of God— 

TUl, with the mangled flesh and hideous gore. 

His very bones laid bare. 

They know Him not : 

Pilate now calls Him forth, 

The soldiers lead Him in. 

Oh! what a sight! 

Pilate but says : 

"Behold the Man/* 

*Tis all in vain, this does not pacify ; 

Their thirst for blood has only been increased 

So young and old, with one accord, their God 

defy; 
And, hell's own voice resounding in the cry, 
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Shout out — '^ Him crucify!^' Him crucify !" 
Justice displaced by tender thoughts for his 

own care, 
Pilate now sees no other way their favor to 

retain 
Than to give way ; and so, 
Altho' no guilt was in Him found. 
Delivers Him to them to crucify. 
Then into the PrcEtorium He was led, 
The soldiers all the band assembling round; 
An old red robe, a crown of thorns, a reed. 
With salutations, also blows, they mocked Him 

King; 
The reed they from Him took,^ and then — 
More firmly to secure the crown of thorns — 
They struck Him on the head: they on Him 

spat ; 
They changed His robe, and led him forth to 

death : 
A heavy cross was on Him laidj 
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But when His too exhausted frame no longer 

could it bear^ 
Lest He should die upon the way 
Before their cruel lust was satisfied, 
They seize on one to help Him on the road ; 
(Oh ! what an office that !) 
And when, at length, they reached the spot 
Where it had been dertermined He should 

die. 
From off His mangled Body they His clothes 

did strip* 
And, hands and feet, then naiPd Him to the 

cross: 
Then, raised up, they *tween two thieves Him 

placed. 

And there in His last agony. 
When wondrous things occurred. 
Was mercy still dispensed by Him. 
There stood one, too, beside Him, whose sad 
grief. 
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Next His, exceeded all in this world borne ; 

And she, '* the Woman,*' He cannot forget, 

Tho' He be in agony extreme ; 

And, so, the care of her transfers to one 

Both loving and belov'd. 

Who with her stands. 

And him to her. 

At length, the life commenced at Betlilehem 

Is ended on Mount Calvary ; 

And heaven's artillery declares the end. 

(Here then it was, e'en in His death, 

That Christ to fallen man did life restore ! 

Think well of this, revilers of His Cjiurch ; 

For when ye least expect her power is nigh.) 

Midst darkness, earthquakes, tremblings, fears. 

And opening graves, '^whence many Saints 

arose," 

■i 

The Temple veil was. rent ; 
The Holy place was then displayed to vulgar 
gaze. 
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As He^ the Holy One Himselfi had long since 

been. 
Before the lifeless Body of the Lord was taken 

down, 
A soldier with a spear His side did pierce, ' 
So to secure His death ; 
(for "Pilate wondered if He were already 
\ dead'M) 
And from that riven side a stream came 

forth. 
Of water and of blood. 
His body to the tomb was then consigned. 
And at the mouth thereof a stone was seal'd. 
And soldiers plac'd to watch. But all in vain ; 
For on the third day Jesus rose. 
Immortal and Impassible. 
Upon this earth He lingered still for forty 

days, 
'Unfolding to His chosen ones His wondrous 

mysteries ; 
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Ahdj ihen^ to heaven returned — His work 

complete ; 
Where He will sit, at God's right hand. 
Till, unto judgment. He comes forth. 








THE EXALTATION. 




EHOLD with men the Tabernacle of 
the Lord is fixed, 
His people they shall be, 
And with them God shall dwell, and be their 

God; 
All tears He from their eyes shall wipe away : 
Nor sorrow, pain, nor death shall now be 

known. 
For former things are passed by. 
And all things in their stead are new. 
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The work of xnaa'6 redemption we have 



Was consummated^ by a life of toil and 

woe, 
In ignominious death : 
So, too, that loving and redeeming Lord, 
In mercy, has decreed 

That we through tribulation great must seek 
Our entrance into heaven : 
The path He trod, our erring feet 
Must follow to the end, 
Tho', often. He, in pitying love. 
Spares some men from the woe that many 

with him share : 
We are not all to martrydom led forth. 
Nor yet, for His bless'd sake. 
To dungeon dark our life to end ; 
But one and all must, in that sphere 
.Wherein his lot is cast. 
In imitation of his Lord, go forth. 
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Embrace his cross, himself deny. 

If he would with Him share 

The glories of Eternity. 

When Christ from earth to heaven returned. 

He left not man alone his way to find ; 

But, ere the time of His departure came, 

A body mystical prepared. 

Wherein He still would, by His spirit, dwell. 

The twelve from out amongst His followers 

He took 
Were made the guides of all the rest; . 
And from those twelve was one appointed 

chief. 
To whom, alone, the care of all the sheep 
As well as lambs was given, 
Whose work it was his brethren to confirm ; 
And 'twas on him that Christ did built His 

church. 
These to enable the more surely to direct the 

rest 
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With heavenly light were filled : 

And — ^as a counterpart to that disunion 

Which on Babel's proud erectors God did 

send. 
By tongues of fire — ^these few selected ones 
Were, from on high, with powers of divers 

speech inspired; 
To re-assemble, and unite in one great family. 
The Nations of the Earth. 
One way alone exists, whereby a soul 
Can be engrafted in this Body of theXord ; 
E'en as He said — 
" Except of water and of Spirit ye be bom 

again 
Heaven's kingdom unto you is closed/' 
The new-birth, thus received, relieves of that 

dread stain 
To which, as Adam's children, we were heirs ; 
And bounteous grace remains, whereby each 

one. 
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Thus quickened^ may obtain eternal life ; 

As those sweet lips declared— 

•*I am the living breads which down from 

heaven came : 
'^ If of this bread a man do eat, h& shall for 

ever live ; 
" The Bread shall be My Flesh, the drink My 

blood ; 
"Which, for the life of the whole world, I 

freely give." 
A means of restoration was for us, too, 

prepared. 
That when we lose the grace we once 

acquired, 
We may, in Sacramental penance, find 
A healing for the wounds thus open laid : 
Confirming grace is also freely given ; 
With Unction, too^ extreme, for souls 
Their final struggle to endure : — 
Tho' oft thereby the sick are raised up 
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And strength to them thus given their crown 

to win. 
And other two, tho' not as these^ for all, 
Are still provided : that the one 
May sanctify the human race, 
The other — consecrate and bless. 
Thus, then, by grace is man from nature 

raised ; 
From step to step advance is quickly made ; 
And he, the wanderer, from sin reclaimed^ 
Is, by the medium of the Church, 
United to her Head — e'en Christ : 
And by her intervention, he maintains 
That post of honor, thus, on him 

bestowed ; 
TilL in that haven where we fain would he. 
His rest begins. 
There, then, is man exalted ! 
Far above the glories of the earth, 
(For they with time shall fade away 
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And e'en the best of us still here. 

May fall to lowest grade.) 

Far, too, above the Purgatorial state ; 

(Since, tho' secure from farther falls. 

The Holy Souls, with meek endurance, languish 

for their Love.) 
For, to the full extent susceptible. 
Each soul is bless' d — 
In ravishing delight, for aye 
The beatific vision to enjoy. 
The happy throng before the throne 
Composed of every kindred, nation, tongue. 
From under heaven. 

All out of "tribulation great *' have come, 
JmA. wash'd their robes in that Most Precious 

Blood 
Which for their life was shed. 
For ever, ceaseless, is the song 
They raise in honor of the Lamb : 
No more shall sorrow, hunger, thirst. 
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Or burning heat be known ; 

Nor light of sun have they now need ; 

For He, the Lamb, Who sitteth on the throne, 

Their Life, and Light, and All shall be.* 

Then Alleluia ! Alleluia ! for the Lord 

Our God, Omnipotent, doth reign : 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 
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